Patent, All P-T-C, and 

All Civil Actions – 1970-2005
 

	Year 

[fiscal year except as shown]
	Patent suits filed
	All pat, tm, copyrt suits filed
	All civil actions filed in Fed. district cts.

	1970
	1023
	2200
	87,321

	1971
	900
	2152
	---

	1972
	885
	2194
	96,173

	1973
	826
	2056
	98,560

	1974
	782
	2084
	103,530

	1975
	849
	2276
	117,320

	1976
	921
	2632
	130,597

	1977 [6/30]
	893
	3071
	130,567

	1978 [6/30]
	904
	3265
	138,770

	1979 [6/30]
	829
	3353 
	154,666

	1980
	811
	3773
	---

	1981 [3/31]
	805
	3812
	---

	1982 [3/31]
	811
	4484
	197,912

	1983 
	1017 [3/31]
	5463
	255,546 [12/31]

	1984
	1057
	5457
	---

	1985 [6/30]
	1155
	5412
	---

	1986 [6/30]
	1105
	5681
	---

	1987  [6/30]
	1129
	5518
	---

	1988
	1226
	6035
	240,821

	1989
	1155
	5856
	225,685

	1990
	1238
	5738
	219,051 

	1991
	1171
	5186
	210,890

	1992
	1474
	5830
	230,509

	1993
	1553
	6560
	229,850

	1994
	1617
	6902
	236,391

	1995
	1723
	6866
	248,335

	1996 
	1840
	7028
	269,132 

	1997
	2112
	7559
	272,027

	1998
	2218
	7748
	256,787

	1999
	2318
	8242
	260,271

	2000
	2484
	8738
	259,517

	2001 
	2520
	8314
	250,907

	2002
	2700
	8254
	274,841

	2003
	2814
	8934
	252,952

	2004 
	3075
	9590
	281,338

	2005 
	2720
	12184
	253,273


� Source: Admin. Offc. of U.S. Courts, annual reports.
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