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PATENT SUITS FILED v. UTIL. PATENTS ISSUED
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Sources: Patent suits: Admin. Off’c. of U.S. Courts, annual reports. Patents issued: PTO website, www.uspto.gov. 

Comments: There is not a close correlation between the number of patent suits filed and the number of patents granted, but it is perhaps closer than any other parameter than has been suggested to explain the rise in patent litigation in recent decades. Other factors include the expansion of the U.S. and global economies and the larger scale of international trade. When all these are considered together, the increase in the annual number of patent suits is not very surprising.
Prof. Paul M. Janicke

University of Houston Law Center
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